
1 

  

Committee on the Scottish Government Handling of Harassment Complaints 

  

Peter Murrell 
Chief Executive  
Scottish National Party 
 
 
 
 

c/o Clerk to the Committee  
Room T1.03  

The Scottish Parliament  
Edinburgh  
EH99 1SP  

 

SGHHC@parliament.scot  

      
23 December 2020 

 

Dear Mr Murrell 

 

Thank you for providing evidence to the Committee on 8 December and for the 

supplementary submission you provided following that evidence session. 

 

I am writing to provide the opportunity for you to give further clarification to the 

Committee on a number of matters and ask whether any further detail is available on 

elements of your evidence. 

 

Awareness of the meeting 

 

You stated in oral evidence that “I was not aware that he [Alex Salmond] was coming 
to the house.”; you also stated “I was not really aware that he was coming to the 
house on the first occasion [2 April],”  and “I think at some point on the previous day 
I was aware that Alex was coming to the house.” The Committee would be grateful if 
you could confirm when you knew that the former First Minister was coming to the 
house and any details of how you knew this to be the case, to the best of your 
recollection. 

Your written submission and oral evidence suggested you were not present at the 
meeting on 2 April. However, towards the end of your oral evidence you confirmed 
that you arrived home “not long before the meeting ended”. The Committee would 
appreciate any further clarification you wish to add to your evidence on this matter. 
 

Status of the meeting 

 

The First Minister’s submission suggests that she believed that the former First 

Minister may be seeking to meet her in order to resign from the SNP. She states: 
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“I thought Mr Salmond may be about to resign from the SNP and that, as a result of 

this or other aspects of how he intended to handle the matter he was dealing with, 

the party could have been facing a public/media issue that we would require to 

respond to. As Party Leader, I considered it important that I knew if this was in fact 

the case in order that I could prepare the party to deal with what would have been a 

significant issue.” 

 

The Committee can explore with the First Minister what this belief was based upon.  

 

In written evidence to the Committee you stated: “The nature of Nicola’s job means 

that when she tells me she can’t discuss something, I don’t press it” which suggests 

you considered she was acting as the First Minister and therefore acting in a 

Government capacity at the meeting of 2nd April. Presumably on that basis, the First 

Minister had not mentioned to you her belief that Mr Salmond may be about to resign 

from the Party, as that would have indicated it was a party matter. The Committee 

seeks confirmation that its understanding of your evidence is correct. 

 

In your oral evidence you stated: “I was not aware of the capacity in which she was 
having those meetings.” You also stated that: “The point is that the issue that was 
raised with Nicola at the time was a Scottish Government matter, and Scottish 
Government business is not for me.”  
 

In oral evidence you also suggested that after the meeting ended you asked the First 

Minister whether the meeting related to the Sky News story in relation to Edinburgh 

Airport, which had been raised initially with you as a party matter in November 2017. 

Given the time that had elapsed between the Sky News enquiry and the meeting in 

April, and that you had not been in contact with Mr Salmond in that time, the 

Committee seeks insight as to why you considered it possible that the meeting related 

to the Sky News story. The Committee also seeks insight as to why the Sky News 

story would be the basis for a meeting that you may have considered most likely to 

be a Government matter. 

 

To inform the session with the First Minister, it would be useful to establish whether 

you assumed the meeting was a Government matter before it happened and whether 

you continued to assume so after the meeting took place. 

 

In your oral evidence you suggested you have not been in contact with Mr Salmond 

since 2017. You also stated in relation to Mr Salmond coming to the house in April 

2018 “that does not strike me as being unusual. They met and they spoke on the 

phone—it was nothing out of the ordinary.” The Committee would be grateful if you 

could confirm when the former First Minister last came to your home in advance of 2 

April 2018. 

 

WhatsApp 

 

You confirmed in evidence that you do not use WhatsApp and sent a supplementary 

submission following reports in the media that you have an account registered to your 

number. Your supplementary submission states that you have the app on your phone 

but do not use it. For completeness, the Committee would be grateful if you could 
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confirm whether you have ever used WhatsApp in the past including any 

communications with SNP officials or party members on anything related to concerns 

about the former first minister and the timescales for such exchanges. Similarly, the 

Committee would appreciate confirmation as to whether there were any other 

electronic discussion groups you were involved in, for example text messages to 

multiple recipients or other platforms where such concerns were discussed with SNP 

officials and/or SNP party members (and again the relevant timescales). The 

Committee’s interest in such messages would be limited to those within its remit. It is 

for the Committee to assess what is within and outwith its remit based on your 

answers to the matters raised in this letter. 

 

Complaints from London 

 

During your evidence you were asked when you became aware of allegations from 

London. The suggestion in questioning was that their existence was only in the public 

domain after January 2019 and you appeared to refer to them in January 2019. The 

Committee would appreciate clarification as to when you first became aware of any 

potential complaint from London and from whom. 

 

A response on these matters by Wednesday 13 January would be very much 

appreciated, 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Linda Fabiani MSP  

Convener, Committee on the Scottish Government Handling of Harassment 

Complaints   

 

 


